
 
 

Preference / Non Preference Enrolments 
 
Preference Enrolment 
The Education and Training Act 2020 (section 26) states that “the children of parents who have 
a particular or general philosophical or religious connection with a State integrated school must 
be preferred to other children for enrolment at the school”. Parents may apply for Preference 
Enrolment for their children. The decision to accept enrolment is made using the national 
criteria listed on the Preference Enrolment Certificate. 
 

Non-Preference Enrolment 
State integrated schools may also have limited places for non-preference students. At St 
Joseph’s Catholic School Takapuna, we have a maximum roll of 585 pupils and can therefore 
accept up to 29 non-preference students. 
 

Non-Preference Criteria: 
a) The applicants accept that they will be attending a school of Catholic character and that their 
place in the school is conditional on their participation in the programme and ethos of the 
school. 
 

b) The applicants accept that they will be required to pay attendance dues as set by the 
proprietor and these are not voluntary. 
 

c) Assuming the conditions of Notes a & b above have been met, the following priority order for 
enrolling non-preference applicants will be applied: 
 

1.​ Siblings of non-preference students already in the school 
2.​ Children of staff members 
3.​ Siblings of former non-preference students 
4.​ Non-preference students coming from another integrated school with the same Catholic 

Character 
5.​ All other applicants 

 
d) Where there are more applicants than places available within the same priority category, the 
following factors will be taken into consideration: 

●​ Attendance of siblings at a secondary integrated school with the same Catholic 
Character 

●​ Student living within the St Joseph’s Takapuna Parish area 
●​ Parents of students working within the St Joseph’s Takapuna Parish area 
●​ Students and their parents not living or working in the St Joseph’s Takapuna Parish area 

 



 

 
A ballot will be held if the number of applicants meeting these priority criteria, exceeds the 
spaces available 
 
e) Non-preference students who cannot be enrolled immediately, may choose to be placed on a 
waiting list which is sorted in order of the priority conditions described above 
 
Information 
New Student School Entry Procedure 
 
You are welcome to contact the school office should you require any further information. 
 
Phone: (09) 489 4994​​ Email: secretary@sj.school.nz 

https://www.sj.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/New-Students-School-Entry.pdf
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